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ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-IO ISO-00 SCA-OI DHA-02 L-03 H-02 /0I9 W 

079123 

R3II853Z DEC 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 21 19 
INFO AMCONSUL MAZATLAN 
AMCONSUL HERMOSILLO 

UNCLAS MEXICO 1 1462 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, MX 

SUBJ: CASE REVIEW OF ALL AMERICAN PRISONERS IN MEXICO: EIANZA 

REE: MAZATLAN 0333 TO DEPT. 

SPANISH WORD "FIANZA" MEANS BOND OR GUARANTEE. THERE ARE AT 
LEAST THREE DIFFERENT USES OE THE WORD IN CONNECTION WITH 
MEXICAN LEGAL AND PENAL SYSTEM. IT MAY MEAN "BAIL", WHEN 
AN ACCUSED PERSON IS PERMITTED TO PUT UP A CERTAIN SUM TO 
AVOID IMPRISONMENT PRIOR TO TRIAL AND TO GUARANTEE HIS 
PRESENCE AT TRIAL. IT OFTEN HAS THE MEANING INDICATED 
IN REFTE). IT MAY ALSO BE USED TO REFER TO A PAROLE OE 
SORTS, WHEN A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED AND SERVED 
PART OP HIS SENTENCE IS ALLOWED TO PUT UP A SUM OF MONEY 
TO GUARANTEE HIS CONTINUED GOOD BEHAVIOR AND PRESENCE WITHIN 
THE JURISDICTION, IN EXCHANGE FOR RELEASE PROM IMPRISONMENT. 
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